
INSIDER RELEASE

FOIA + NDA Paper Trail Checklist
Declassified. Analyzed. Explained.

Document-first · Facts ≠ analysis · No fake scoops

Cite ES 2026-00818 (Aaron Lukas, 31 Jul 2026; Burlison release 1 Aug) · Read 50 U.S.C. § 3373b · NDA

waiver ≠ clearance ≠ classification · Channels only: AARO / PURSUE

1 · ANCHOR DOCUMENTS

Document Cite exactly Note

ODNI NDA waiver memo ES 2026-00818 · 31 Jul 2026 · PDDNI Aaron

Lukas

Unclassified preliminary

guidance; not a declass order

Burlison office statement 29 Jul 2026 Counsel + Member present on

executive path

Statutory path 50 U.S.C. § 3373b Authorised channel disclosure;

anti-reprisal

PURSUE public files war.gov/UFO/ Separate transparency track

from NDA intake

2 · FOIA PORTALS & WHAT TO REQUEST

ODNI FOIA

Implementation of ES 2026-00818; workforce notices;

PURSUE designee lists; detailed reporting procedures

promised after 31 Jul 2026.

CIA — foia.cia.gov

Date- and office-bound historical UAP equities. Expect

(b)(1)/(b)(3) / Glomar; ask for exemption index if

denied.

DOE via FOIA.gov

Office of Intelligence & Counterintelligence

touchpoints; Jul–Sep 2026+ NDA/PURSUE workforce

implementation. Restricted Data can slow release.

DoW / AARO FOIA

Intake procedure notices; §3373b ↔ PURSUE

crosswalks; Release metadata for posted file IDs.

Browse war.gov/UFO/ before FOIAing what is public.

3 · REQUEST HYGIENE

One agency per request; bound dates, offices, document types.

Put ES 2026-00818 and § 3373b in the subject / Re: line.

Fee cap + waiver language if eligible; prefer searchable PDF.

Save tracking number day-one. Timelines: months, not days. Redactions normal.

Template: insiderrelease.com/uap-foia-request-template/

4 · REALISTIC WINS VS. NOT AUTOMATIC

Likely useful record types

Taskers citing ES 2026-00818 · designee

appointments · workforce advisories · AARO stats

already in annual reports · NARA

RG 615

finding aids

Not automatic via FOIA

Private FFRDC papers · full unpublished presidential

directive · podcast/press permission · crash-retrieval

dumps the memo never ordered

5 · IR LINK PACK

NDA waiver explained insiderrelease.com/uap-nda-waiver-grusch-burlison-odni/

FOIA template insiderrelease.com/uap-foia-request-template/

NARA UAP collection (RG 615) insiderrelease.com/nara-uap-records-collection-rg-615/

Pentagon UAP / secrecy context insiderrelease.com/pentagon-uap-files-crash-retrievals-secrecy/
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